



RICHARDSON SOCCER ASSOCIATION




CONDUCT OF COACHES, PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS






POLICY STATEMENT

The RSA Executive Board wishes to provide a wholesome playing environment for the mutual enjoyment of all players, coaches, spectators and officials.  To provide this environment, the Board will not condone actions by players, coaches or spectators which are detrimental to the conduct of the game.  Criticism of the referee, linesmen or players, from the sidelines or field, is regarded as unsportsmanlike.  Players, coaches or spectators responsible for such action will be subject to disciplinary action.







AUTHORITY

All members and participants in soccer within the jurisdiction of Richardson Soccer Association have requested to participate in our program; therefore, they have agreed to abide by the Bylaws and rules of RSA and NTSSA as well as those of the USSF.  The RSA bylaws provides that it has jurisdiction over all members, players, coaches, team representatives and administrators who choose to affiliate as well as spectators.





ENFORCEMENT AND PUNISHMENT

Enforcement of this policy shall be by the RSA Executive Board and other designated League Officials, including the League Commissioner, Division Commissioners and members of the Appeals and Disciplinary Committee, as charged by the Board.  These officials are authorized to observe the conduct of coaches, players and spectators, and to speak to those persons whose actions are contrary to the Philosophy and goals of RSA, as specified in the RSA Soccer Guide.  The intent of such action by a League Official is to serve as deterrent to the offender. The offender may be required to leave the playing field area and/or be subject to disciplinary action.  A member or participant in the Association must appear before the Disciplinary Committee, League Official or RSA Executive Board for disciplinary action when requested to do so.  Possible disciplinary actions that may be taken by the Association include, but not limited to:


.   reduction of playing time of the offender for one game


.   probation of the offender for a specific period of time


.   suspension of the offender for the next soccer game


.   suspension of the offender for more than one game, the remainder of the season, or other period of time


.   suspension of the offender from RSA sponsored activities forever





SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED CONDUCT

Some specific actions which are prohibited while engaged in any RSA soccer related activity are listed below. Offenders will be subject to severe disciplinary action by RSA and/or NTSSA.     No player, coach or spectator shall:


.   use foul or abusive language


.   harass league officials, referees or linesmen


.   harass opponent’s players (belittling or derogatory comments)


.   harass opponent’s coaches or spectators


.   be guilty of violent conduct (i.e. threatened, attempted, or actual physical violence) towards another

                  player, league official, referee, linesmen, coach or spectator


.   have in their possession or consume alcoholic beverages at a game or practice field (City of Richardson


    ordinances)






CONDUCT OF SPECTATORS

Each RSA team is responsible for the conduct of its spectators.  The referee has the authority to caution and/or send off the coach for the misconduct of the spectators associated with the team.  Therefore, the coach is expected to control his spectators.  The Association will take appropriate action toward any identifiable  unruly spectator.  If the spectator is not identifiable the Association will take action against the team itself.  Possible actions for misconduct of spectators include:


.   assess the offending spectator’s team at least 12 and not more than 40 caution points


.   report spectator to the Parks and Recreation Department


.   require team to forfeit any games at which the spectator is present on the touch-line


.   require offending team to pay for presence of police at its games


.   revoke or refuse registration to the offending team


.   cause the spectator to be placed under a peace bond







COACHING AREA

A coach may convey tactical instructions to players during the match, however, all coaches, parents, spectators and substitutes shall remain within the boundaries of the technical area*, whether marked or not, and will not be permitted in the area behind the goals or along the goal-lines.

    *The technical area is defined as extending 10 yards in each direction from the half-way line and up to one yard away from the touch-line.  On U-8 and smaller fields the area shall be eight (8) yards in each direction from the half-way line and up to one yard away from the touch-line.
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